
MICHAEL C. BURGESS, M.D.
26TH DISTRICT, TEXAS

COMMITTEE:

ENERGY AND COMMERCI

WASHINGTON OFFICE:

1224 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515

(202) 225-7772

www.house.gov/burgess

(!1nugr.ess nf tq.e ~uit.ea ~tat.es
~oUS.e o£ ~.epr.es.eutatift.es
~as4ittBtntt, ~QI20515-4326

SUBCOMMITTEES:

HEALTH

ENERGY AND AIR QUALITY

OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATION

COMMERCE, TRADE,AND
CONSUMER PROTECTION

VICE-CHAIRMAN:

HOUSE REPUBLICAN
POLICY COMMITTEE

Does your health insurance cover all the benefits you're already paying for?
Make sure it does.

Cosponsor H.R. 1076

Dear Colleague,

If you took part in a so-called 'high risk' recreational activity, like motorcycle riding, horseback riding, or
snowmobiling, you could expect to pay more for your health insurance. But, should you be injured, you
would also expect your insurance company to cover the benefits that you had been paying for, wouldn't you?
Under current law, the answer may surprise you.

In January 2001, the Department of Labor, the Internal Revenue Service, and the Health Care Financing
Administration issued a rule in accordance with HIPAA that was designed to guard against discrimination in
coverage in the group health market. This rule prohibited health plans from denying coverage to people who
engaged in recreational activities like horseback riding and motorcycling. HIPAA tried to close what had
been a discriminatory loophole by allowing health plans to charge higher premiums to these individuals if the
plans saw fit to do so. However, a new loophole was created that allowed insurers to deny payment for
services based upon the source ofthe injury. The rule states that:

"While a person cannot be excluded from a plan for engaging in certain recreational activities,
benefits for a particular injury can, in some cases, be excluded based on the source of the injury."

This means that a plan could include a general exclusion for injuries sustained while doing a specified list of
recreational activities, even though treatment for those injuries, a broken arm for instance, would have been
covered under the plan if the individual had tripped and fallen.

Please help us fix this loophole and make sure that people actually get the health insurance coverage they
already pay for. Cosponsor H.R. 1076 today. For more information, please contact Josh Martin with Rep.
Burgess at 5-7772, or Erika Orloff with Rep. Stupak at 5-4735.

Sincerely,

Mi~ael C. Burgess, M.D.
mber of Congress

Bart Stupak
Member of Congress

Cosponsors: Steve Kagan [D-WI], Thaddeus McCotter [R-MI].
Supporting Organizations: American Motorcyclist Association, Motorcycle Riders Foundation, Motorcycle Industry
Council, National Ski Areas Association, American Horse Council, American Council of Snowmobile Associations
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